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Press Release
IMMEDIATE: Thursday, 14 January 2016
Liverpool Philharmonic Welcomes Five New Players to the Orchestra
With the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra playing to critical and audience acclaim, and continuing to mark  the 175th year of its founding during the 2015/16 concert season, Liverpool Philharmonic has appointed five exceptional young musicians to key positions in the Orchestra. 

Joint Assistant Leaders Andrew Harvey and Mihkel Kerem and section player, first violins, Nuno Carapina will be joined later in January by Benjamin Mellefont as Principal Clarinet, and in early March by Sameeta Gahir, appointed as Principal Piccolo.

All five players bring a wealth of talent, musical knowledge and experience having begun playing their respective instruments at an early age, going on to study at leading UK conservatoires, and gaining extensive performance and wider music industry experience in leading international symphony orchestras and other ensembles.
As members of the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, they are part of an ensemble of professional musicians that performs in a programme of more than sixty concerts in the newly-refurbished Grade II*-listed Liverpool Philharmonic Hall and in venues across Liverpool, and on tour in the UK and internationally.
Concert seasons, led by Chief Conductor Vasily Petrenko, with visiting international conductors and soloists, feature a wide range of music including cornerstones of the classical repertoire, and the commissioning and performance of new music. During its 175th anniversary alone, Liverpool Philharmonic has given premieres of major works by composers including Sir James MacMillan, Tan Dun, Nico Muhly, James Horner, Robin Holloway, Graham Fitkin and Michael Torke.
There are also opportunities for musicians to perform in smaller ensembles in concerts in Liverpool Philharmonic’s Music Room, newly built as part of the £14.5 million refurbishment of the Hall, and in other venues across the city.
The Orchestra has a busy recording schedule and in 2016, new recordings are scheduled for release with Petrenko, and with conductor Andrew Manze, who has performed in Liverpool with the Orchestra on a number of occasions to great acclaim.
Musicians also have the opportunity to be part of the delivery of Liverpool Philharmonic’s extensive learning programme, acknowledged as a national leader in the field. Current flagship programmes include Schools’ Concerts performed to over 23,000 children from more than 300 schools; leadership of In Harmony Liverpool, the El Sistema-inspired music and social change programme, and a Musician in Residence programme delivered in partnership with Mersey Care NHS Trust. 

Liverpool Philharmonic’s Chief Executive, Michael Eakin said: 
“We’re delighted to welcome these fine musicians to Liverpool Philharmonic and to Liverpool, recently recognised as a UNESCO City of Music.  To attract players of such quality, Sameeta and Andrew from the UK, Ben from Australia, Mihkel from Estonia and Nuno from Portugal, is testament to the international acclaim for their music-making that our Orchestra has achieved, and to the pool of music and wider creative industries talent and excellence, on and off stage, that we are continuing to bring to our city.
“We want being part of Liverpool Philharmonic, in a great city that loves music, with the opportunities we provide for our musicians through concerts and repertoire, broadcasts, recordings and learning programme, and support for continuing professional development to be hugely enjoyable and fulfilling.”
Notes to Editors

Benjamin Mellefont Principal Clarinet 
Born in 1993, Ben started clarinet at the age of nine in his hometown of Sydney, Australia. He moved to London in 2011 to study a Bachelor of Music degree at the Royal College of Music, graduating in July 2015 with first class honours. Benjamin has performed as Guest Principal Clarinet with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, English National Opera and London Chamber Orchestra, as well as throughout Europe with the Philharmonia Orchestra and London Sinfonietta. Committed to contemporary music, he is a founding and core member of the group 'explorensemble', resident at the Royal College of Music, presenting chamber repertoire of the recent past, as well as commissioning new works.

Sameeta Gahir Principal Piccolo
Born in 1989, Sameeta began learning the flute at the age of eight and the piccolo two years later. Growing up in London she attended Alleyn's School as a music scholar, and performed with youth orchestras including London Schools’ Symphony Orchestra as both principal flute and piccolo.  
In 2007, Sameeta became a Sir Thomas Beecham scholar at Durham University which enabled her to study with the Principal Flute of the Royal Northern Sinfonia, Juliette Bausor. In 2009, Sameeta began a Bachelor of Music degree at Guildhall School of Music and Drama graduating with first class honours in 2013.  Sameeta then began a two-year Master of Music at the Cologne University of Music and Dance when during her first year she was appointed Principal Piccolo of the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra.
Sameeta’s studies have been generously supported by the Leverhulme Trade Charities Trust and she has been awarded grants from the EMI Music Sound Foundation and as a Royal Philharmonic Society Young Musician.
Andrew Harvey Joint Assistant Leader
Born in 1985, Andrew enjoys a busy and varied career as a soloist, chamber and orchestral musician. He studied in London at the Royal Academy of Music, graduating in 2009 with a Master's Degree with Distinction.

 

As a soloist, Andrew first appeared at the age of 12 performing Bach’s E Major Violin Concerto with the Apollo Ensemble. Most recently, he has given solo performances throughout Europe with the European Union Chamber Orchestra.

 

Until 2013, Andrew was a member of Royal Northern Sinfonia. As well as his performances with Liverpool Philharmonic, Andrew regularly plays with English Chamber Orchestra – a recent highlight was a concert at Vienna Musikverein with violinist and conductor Julian Rachlin.

 

Andrew has also played on albums for artists such as Seth MacFarlane and Emeli Sandé, and has made numerous recordings for TV and film including Downton Abbey and Captain America.

Mihkel Kerem Joint Assistant Leader

Mihkel was born in Tallin in Estonia in 1981 and began playing the violin aged 6.  He went on to study violin and composition at the Royal College of Music, graduating in 2006.
As well as his position with Liverpool Philharmonic, Mihkel is leader of the Brandenburg Sinfonia (London), and a section principal in Sweden’s Camerata Nordica.  He has been the leader of Southbank Sinfonia, Estonian National Symphony Orchestra and Bardi Orchestra, a section principal in the John Wilson Orchestra and appeared with Amsterdam Sinfonietta, English Chamber Orchestra and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra.

As a recitalist and soloist, Mihkel has appeared around the world performing with many orchestras including the Tallinn Chamber Orchestra, Estonian Opera Orchestra, Brandenburg Sinfonia, Bardi Symphony Orchestra and Southbank Sinfonia, performing all the major concertos as well as some lesser known works, such as Trandafilovski’s Violin Concerto, of which Mihkel gave the London premiere in 2004.
Mihkel has appeared live on BBC Radio 3 and his performances have been broadcast on national radio in Sweden, Finland, Estonia and Latvia.

Since his early teens Mihkel Kerem has also been a prolific composer and arranger and his works have been performed in the USA and throughout Europe.  Recordings of his works include Violin Sonatas and Symphony No. 3, Lamento; String Sextet (Toccata Classics).

Nuno Carapina Section Player, First Violins
Born in 1989 in Aveiro, Portugal, Nuno began playing the violin aged 8, going on to study at the Royal Academy of Music, graduating in 2012.  He went on to work for three years as a freelance violinist based in London working with orchestras including the  Philharmonia, City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, BBC Concert Orchestra, among others. Nuno was a member of Southbank Sinfonia in 2013.
As well as his position with Liverpool Philharmonic, Nuno enjoys playing chamber music, participating regularly in different festivals with various groups.
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