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Press Release
Immediate: Monday, 7 March 2016
Music Matters! Reports Reveal Positive Impacts as In Harmony Liverpool celebrates 7th Birthday Today
Two new reports produced by evaluation consultant Dr Susanne Burns and University of Liverpool’s Professor Jude Robinson reveal the positive impacts of In Harmony Liverpool on children, their families and the wider community.

In Harmony Liverpool 6 Year Evaluation Report (Burns) and Playing at Home: How Families Engage with In Harmony Liverpool (Robinson) have been published ahead of the annual celebratory In Harmony Liverpool birthday concert today at 1.30pm at Liverpool Philharmonic Hall which will celebrate seven years of the  transformational music programme.  More than 220 young musicians from Everton will perform alongside musicians of the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra.
The Burns and Robinson reports reveal that:

· In Harmony Liverpool has played a prominent role in children’s educational achievement, both through musical skills development and performance, and in other academic subjects such as Maths and English.

· In Harmony Liverpool has led to improvements in children's wellbeing, particularly aspiration and resilience, as well as their sense of belonging and pride in their community. 

· In Harmony Liverpool has had a positive impact on families and family life in Everton, particularly through parents’ engagement with their children's learning and relationship with their school and community. 

Established by Liverpool Philharmonic in 2009 in Faith Primary School, In Harmony Liverpool uses orchestral music-making to improve the health, education and aspirations of children and young people in Everton. 
‘The Phil is really big… I like showing off at work about it. It’s like Liverpool FC coming in to teach football’ (Parent quoted in Burns’ Report)
‘But event like going down to the birthday concerts (at Liverpool Philharmonic Hall) and taking family, you know? This year’s one, oh I was in tears.  You’d have to be pretty cold to say it didn’t make you well up, or make you proud, because it does, it really, really does.’ 
(Parent quoted in Robinson’s Report).
In 2015, Everton Nursery School and Family Centre and The Beacon CE Primary School joined the programme increasing In Harmony Liverpool’s reach from working with 84 children in 2009 to 720 children aged 0-17 and their families in 2016, all  taking part in orchestral music-making of the highest quality every week, free of charge, in and out of school.    
In Harmony Liverpool delivers a comprehensive programme of orchestral music making, performing repertoire from across music genres including classical, pop, traditional and new music.   
Children perform between 3-12 times each year in community settings in Liverpool.

Children, families and Everton residents regularly attend concerts and events at Liverpool Philharmonic Hall.  Children have also performed in premier venues including Liverpool Philharmonic Hall and London’s Royal Albert Hall and Southbank Centre. 

Liverpool City Council Cabinet member and Councillor for Everton, 
Jane Corbett said:

 ‘For our children to be taught by musicians from the Philharmonic, for them to become our friends, and for the Philharmonic to become like a second home to our community, is something very special. We’re all learning from each other, the educational attainment and health of the children is increasing dramatically, and classical music is no longer a world that we’re excluded from…it’s now our world, we love being in it, and we love having the opportunity to share it with others.’ 
Peter Garden, Liverpool Philharmonic’s Executive Director of Performance and Learning said: 
‘These two reports show In Harmony Liverpool is proving to be an exemplar of how an organisation with international status can and should have  real and positive impacts in its own city and community. 

‘The long term commitment to In Harmony Liverpool by all involved has been crucial to its success and impact with hundreds of children and families. We remain incredibly grateful to the children, families, school staff, partners and Everton community for their support, commitment and enthusiasm for In Harmony.’  
Notes to Editors

In Harmony Liverpool: Celebrating 7 Years 
Monday, 7 March 1.30pm at Liverpool Philharmonic Hall 
(concert duration approx. 90 mins including interval) 

Tickets FREE though tickets must be booked at Liverpool Philharmonic

Box Office; 0151 709 3789, www.liverpoolphil.com
Dr Susanne Burns

In Harmony Liverpool 6 Year Evaluation Report

Professor Jude Robinson

Playing at Home: How Families Engage with In Harmony Liverpool
Both reports at

http://www.liverpoolphil.com/193/in-harmony-liverpool/social-action-through-music.html
In Harmony Liverpool
In Harmony is a national initiative that aims to inspire and transform the lives of children through community-based orchestral music-making. It uses the principles of Venezuela’s inspirational El Sistema. 
In Harmony Liverpool activities include:  
Weekly parents and tots drop in sessions; up to 2 hours of music making for early years children; twice weekly group instrumental tuition from age-5 onwards; weekly orchestra rehearsals from age-7, primary school provision up to 4 hours a week music making in curriculum time, to twice weekly after school orchestras, sectionals and tuition for older children. 

In Harmony Liverpool was established in Everton in 2009 and is led by Liverpool Philharmonic’s team of professional music leaders, including musicians of the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, with partners Faith Primary School, The Beacon CE Primary School, Everton Nursery School and Family Centre, Resonate, Liverpool’s Music Hub, West Everton Community Council, The Shewsy, Liverpool Hope University, University of Liverpool and participating children and families.

Established by Government and now funded by Arts Council England and the Department for Education, other Arts Council England funded In Harmony programmes are now established in London, Leeds, Newcastle Gateshead, Nottingham, Telford and Stoke-on-Trent.
Including Arts Council England support, Liverpool Philharmonic has been successful in securing additional support for In Harmony Liverpool in the form of major gifts and donations from its two Principal Partners, Investec Wealth & Investment and Liverpool John Moores University; Paul Hamlyn Foundation, Youth Music, Austin and Hope Pilkington Trust, The Eric & Margaret Kinder Charitable Trust, The Ernest Cook Trust, Everton Nursery School and Family Centre, Faith Primary School, The Beacon CE Primary School, The Granada Foundation, The Henby Trust, Liverpooljazz, Lord Leverhulme’s Charitable Trust, The Oglesby Charitable Trust In Harmony Fund,  The Rushworth Foundation, West Lancashire Freemasons Charity and private donors. 

Further information, photographs etc from Jayne Garrity, Liverpool Philharmonic’s Head of Communications, Tel: 0151 210 3791 / 07967 364241, email: jayne.garrity@liverpoolphil.com
